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Russ Spiegel was born in Los Angeles, and raised in Santa Monica, California. While in 
high school he moved with his family to Germany and traversed back and forth between 
there and the US for a number of years. While in Europe, he established himself as an 
award-winning, in-demand musician, touring the Continent with various ensembles, 
performing at well-known Jazz festivals, and appearing on numerous television and radio 
shows. 
 
In 2001, Russ returned to the US, settling in the mecca of New York and quickly found 
himself busy on the music scene. Alongside performing - from solo guitar to running his 
ensemble The Russ Spiegel Big Band (a 17-piece jazz orchestra featuring Russ's 
compositions and arrangements) – Russ is a commissioned composer who has released 
several CDs, written music for film, TV, and musicals, toured Europe and Asia, taught 
college-level courses, run workshops & seminars, given private instruction, and has copied 
music for Broadway shows and major-label recordings, as well as having appeared in a 
number of feature movies as both a musician and actor. Russ has also worked the last 
four years as the on-set music instructor for the hit Nickelodeon TV show, “The Naked 
Brothers Band.”  
 
Russ received his Bachelor’s Degree at the University of Michigan, majoring in Philosophy, 
studied Composition, Arranging and Guitar Performance at the Berklee College of Music 
in Boston on a scholarship, and went on to get his Masters degree in Jazz Performance at 
the City College of New York, under the aegis of John Pattitucci. 
 
 
 
 
 

Press Quotes: 
 
 

Intellectual to the core, melodic and elegant, [Spiegel's] music will engage and challenge 
you at the same time.  
–Ed Blanco, EJazzNews 

 
A killer guitarist that’s simply welcome all over the world, Spiegel lays it down without 
pretense or drama and let’s his clean lines and solid playing provide all the drama and 
dynamic tension non-smooth jazz should have, even when he’s playing it light and easy.  
A tasty cat you should definitely get to know.  
– Chris Spector, Midwest Record 
 
Channeling the spirited energy of hard-bop with the progressive aesthetics of rock music, 
Spiegel carves out his own niche in the contemporary jazz scene. 
– Troy Collins, All About Jazz 
 
Spiegel plays with a clear, bright sound and his solos reveal a sure-footed rhythmic 
instinct and a harmonic sense which may be rooted in bebop but which also leans 
towards the future. 
– Charles Alexander, Jazzwise (London) 
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